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INTRODUCTION 

A MODEL ORDINANCE OR STATUTE REGULATING AMBULANCE SERVICE 

Development of this model ordinance or statute began in 1956 when represen­

tatives of . the medical profession concluded that the medical profession had 
taken too little interest in preventing trauma, while those responsible for 
traffic safety were too little concerned with the human salvage operations 
of the doctors. This resulted in a Joint Action Program sponsored by three 

organizations, the American College of Surgeons, the American Association 
for the Surgery of Trauma and the National Safety Council. 

Late in 1959 the policy commi ttee of this group asked the Traffic Conference .. 
to-develop a model ordinance or statute relating to the transportation of 
the injured. A special Conference committee was activated representing the 

several interests involved, including a legal consultant to undertake the 
task. 

The attached is a copy of the ordinance or statute developed after a number 
of meetings of the committee, and extensive correspondence with many inter­
ested groups. Numerous city ordinances and the National Institute of Muni­
cipal Law Officers' model were used as a guide. At the October 28, 1962, 
meeting of the special committee of the Conference, representatives of 
ambulance associations throughout the country in attendance offered several 
excellent suggestions which were incorporated. The model was approved, 
although not unanimously", by the Traffic Conference Executive Committee, 
April 3, 1963. 

At this meeting it was concluded that such a regulation would be more effec­
tive if it became a state law. Therefore, the draft is designed so that 
with appropriate changes, it may be used also as a Model Statute. Where 
feasible, it was concluded, a state statute is preferable to a local ordin­
ance. 

On page 2, Section 2 Licensing Requirements, it is presumed that where the 
model is used as an ordinance the city or county has legal authority under. 

state law to adopt special license requirements for ambulances. The legal 
assumption, which should be verified in each case, is that the city or 
county has authority under its police power to prescribe regulations neces­
sary to supplement state laws where the public safety and welfare so require. 
Therefore, it should be expressly understood that, in any state, the model, 
when adopted as an ordinance·, must be modified to eliminate any conflict 
with existing state laws. 

The intent of the model is to serve as a guide to improve a necessary public 
service and provide uniformity throughout the United States. 








































